
  

 

GO-EUROMED WORKING PACKAGE 4: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF THE 
EMP’S SECURITY AND SOCIO-CULTURAL ‘PILLARS’ 

In the Barcelona Declaration the Euro-Mediterranean partners expressed 
their conviction that the peace, stability and security of the 
Mediterranean region represent as a whole a common asset which they 
pledge to promote and strengthen using all the means at their disposal. 
The purpose of Working Package 4 is to understand the structures and 
processes that influence the security of the Euro-Mediterranean area. 
Several analysts have noted that the EMP’s security and socio-cultural 
(1st and 3rd) baskets have been sidelined in favour of economic priorities. 
Working Package 4 will try to address this shortfall and focus on the main 
elements that must be taken into account in order to create an area of 
peace and stability. With this purpose in mind the analysis will take into 
account three different issues. 

The first issue is ‘hard security’. Hard security encompasses the traditional 
security issues related to foreign policy and the activity of armed forces. 
The analysis in this area will be focused on the ability of the EU to act 
independently as an international player in security and defence matters 
within the Euro-Mediterranean area framework. 

The second is ‘soft security’. It is generally accepted that soft security 
threats are those of a non-military origin, such as nuclear safety 
problems, infectious diseases, illegal migration, violation of human rights 
or transnational organised crime. To counter this threat the European 
Union has set up an Area of Freedom, Security and Justice. In this 
connection we are able to analyse what scope there is for the 
development of a more stable society within the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. Is there a need to improve the legal obligations of the 
Mediterranean partners within the Barcelona Process in terms of human 
security? Is the area of freedom, security and justice a benchmark for the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership? Which elements of the Hague 
Programme (2005) could be useful for the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership? 

The analysis of this area is related to the comparison between the area 
of freedom, security and justice within the European Union and the area 
of peace and stability within the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

Finally, the working package will be concerned with the relation 
between security and culture. This area deals with the cultural 
determinant of security within the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. The 
third basket of the Barcelona Process addresses the subject of culture 



  

 

stating that dialogue between cultures is an essential factor in bringing 
peoples closer together, promoting understanding between them and 
improving their perception of each other. Therefore the Euro-
Mediterranean partners agreed to establish a partnership in social, 
cultural and human affairs. However, culture has been neglected as a 
fundamental element in terms of security. It is alleged that the potential 
strength of the security pillar has been weakened because of cultural 
differences between European and Arab countries.   




